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CONCLUSIONS 


1D Was Bolloon 
18 October 19 51 38 .46N e165 (Yellow { DO Prabobly Bolloon 
3. DATE-TIME GROUP & TYPE OF OBSERVATION = D Possibly Balloon 
° Wes Aiveroft 
Local © Ground-Vi sual D Ground-Roder & propels Aireraty 
XKAin Vi swol KAirinterespt Reder | Possibly Aircroft 
i. SOURCE 1D Was Astronomical 
O Yes OD Probobly Astronomico 
Ne MeV3tare DO Possibly Astronomico! 
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 0. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE OO atime 
0 tnsvlficient Dcie fer Evaluotion 
16 minutes One Manuevered 0 Unknown \ 
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS ~ 


Color was red or white- Orange exhaust, Speed A/C sighting. 
530 kmots. Shape; A/C w/swept back win 
Size 60! long. Accelerated and decele 
to maintain same interval between source and 
observer. 
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crew was able to observa the body of the craft visually, while in addition, Ensign 
GRECCRY was able to observe the wing shape using binoculars. The hull was very large 
estimated to be sixty feat long. The wings were swept back and down, with a dihedral 
at the tips, bending approximtely at eighty-five percent (854) of the wing length, 
No empsnnage was observed. © THe craft anoeared to be flying at a high angle of attack, 
in the order of twenty-five degress (25°), during the period it was observed from a 
good visual range. This flight attituce su:zestad a high speed plane staggering to 
keep airborne at a slow spead. The craft accelerated slowly, increasing the range to 
sixteen miles, as indicated by radar. It then accelerated rapidly to a range of 
twenty-two miles, when contact was lost. Visual contact was lost also, dus to the 
clouds, aporoximately sixteen minutas after the initial contact. The computed air 
speed of thes craft was five humdred and thirty (530) knots for the period just before 
contact was lost. 


dad, Patrol Plans Cormander's Marrative: 


At 03331 on the morning of 14 October 1951 at position 35-151 123-165, 
the port waist gunner of BD-5, Pilot Gregory, sighted a long conical flame at twelve 
miles bearing 270 degrees relat've. Radar confirmed the target. All hands double 
checkad ard confirmed. We were heading 19: de;rees trie. I cade a tum to place the 
craft between the moon andra. The craft sured also to Bist and pulled ahead to 
twelve miles. Out altitude was 5,000 feat; the craft was at about |;,000 feet. T 
applied rated pewer and closed to avout thres to four miles, Visual contact was main- 
tained, however radar contact ms lost, During this closs pericd all hands observed 
the hull shape and I could sae the wing emtour through the bincculars. The craft's 
flame changed in amplitude and color; being short with a red-oranrce hue, and long with 
a white-orange hue, when apparently power was added, Tha craft accelerated slowly to 
16 miles where it again was confirmed by radar. It then accelerated with much rapidit: 
to twenty-two miles where it was lost on radar. Visual contact was also lost due to 
clouds. Our true airspeed at this tima was one hundred seventy, This, plus his com 
puted speed relative to us, gave him a trua airspued of five hundred thirty knots. The 
chase was then discontinued , "2 were at 3,900 and twent:=two minutes had elapsed sin 
the primary contact. 


craft's Zlame was extremely bright at all times. I believe it was 
using alcohol or solid fuel, as a normal jot flame is fairly low wth a much different 
appearance. : 
The hull was very larga, I estirate sixty feet. The wings were srept 
back and down with a dihedral at tha tips, bending approximtely at eighty-five par- 
cent of the wing length. The tins appeared to suffices for a rudder as none vas 
visible. 


, The moon was full and visibility was relatively food. 


I tried to silhoustte him against the moon to obtain a picture, but 
was unable to, 


His flight attituce when within good visual ranm vas extremely 
“cocked up" at an angle of about twenty-five degrees, indicating a very high speed 
stazgering to keep airborne at slower spead3, F 
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BOGEY SPEED AT THIS 
POINT WAS 530 MPH. 
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PATROL PLANE COMMANDER'S IMPRESSION OF CONTACT 


ORANGE, RED 
WHITE FLAMES 


CRAFT APPEARED SILVERISH 
IN GOLOR . 
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SUBJECT (Unclassified) Unidentified Air Contact vA 


chief, Air Technical FROM Devt of the AF Lo pee 51 oes Ot 
Intelligence Center, Hq USAF - AFOIN-¥/TC Lt.Col.Hundt/55894 
Wright-Patterson AFB, 
Dayton, Ohio 


z Far East Air Forces letter with one inclosure, dated 1z November 195], subject: 
"Unidentified Air Contact," is forwarded to Air Technical Intelligence Center for 
information and retention. 
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1. 


54577, dated 1 
taining to an unidentified air contact made by a 
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Unidentified Air Contact 


Director of Intelligence 
Headquarters, United States Air 
Attn: Collections Di vision 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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a. Gensral Information: © 


Patrol Pi Commander See! ve Gra gory 

Patrol Plar 

Mission ° er reconnais: 

for TE 95.11 

16 October 1951 
LTJG D.H.. DEIN 


‘ 
ah 


sance 


Date 
Debriefing Officer 


Meteorological data: 


from 1000 
from 5000 + 


Cloud formations - 6/10 
4/10 


Good 


Full 
1,0 

eee 

230 


Blevation - 
AZinuth - 
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Approximately same as planes 

4500 Faet 

270° = (azproximate) ? 
12 miles (by racar) 
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con’ bach, reporting the distance as ty 

peared to be a lon conically shaned flame, sugges’ 


of a reaction type motor, such as a rocket or raz 
shape, and color of the flame ssemed to vary durin; 
observation. Oriszinally the flane appeared to be 

red-orange hue; later the flame 2c: ee with 
changing to a ~hite-orar ap 


Tne PPC turned 1 towar contact, atteny tw 

the craft agains 2 moon, in order to ohotozraga it. Zvidently, 
the craft turned away, maintaining the distance of trelve mi viles, 
so a photograph was not obtained. Conseduently, Znsi 

incraasec the pover setting % xwier in order t 

range. Radar contact vas 1 

until the estinated r b 
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sertanet rics 
arin 
tas > 


ined 


4 NTERVALSS 

GRADED AT 3 YRAR I cS 

D AFTER 12 YEARS.<> 
DECLASSIFIED D AFTER 


3 


aoe 
a nan 
[SE UNCLASSIFIED 


. . 


{ 


Pie OSL. sae. 


ae 


woes 7. “UBICLASSIFiED 


. 


3. Asketch of the patrol plane commander's impression of the 


eSutact is attached as inclosure number one. 
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SUMMARY: (Eater amcise rammary of report. ive significance in final onesncence paragragh. Lit eaciomurey at Ioveer loft. Hegrn tezt of eaket om AP Doom oe Part fy 


1. This is an amplifying report of the visual and radar contact mace over 


the Yellow S2a by a U.S. Navy Mariner, weather reconnaissance aircraft, 15 October 


1951. ; 
2. This material was collected and evaluated by Mr. Wallace R. Bush, tlectronics 


Enginzer, Classified Reconnaissance Branch, D/T FEAF, 
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i HARLES Y. Saree 

40 Brigadiar General, USAP 

¥ Deputy for Intelligence 
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1% 2 - Two radar plots of bogey 
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1, The following report was received from Patrol Squadron 6, through the 
Commander, Ivakund Search and Patrol Group. 


a. General Information: 


Patrol Plane Commander Ensign George Gre,sory 

Patrol Plane PEM Mariner, BD-5 

Mission Weather Reconnaissance for TE 95.11 
Date 18 October 1951 

Debriefing Officer LTJG D.H. Dehn, AIO, VP-16 


Initial conditions at tire of contact: 
(1) Meteorological Data: 


Cloud formations = 6/10 from 1000 to 2500 feet 
/10 from 5000 to 8000 feat 
Visibility 


Moon: 
Phase 
Elevation 
Azinuth 


Time: 0333 ITEM 
Patrol Plane: 


Heading 194° tense 
Position 35°L.3'N, 123°16'R 
Altitude 5000 faet 


Contact: 


Heading App. same ag Mariner 
Altitude 4000 feet 

Bearing 270° Lg toafane te 
Distance 12 milas (oy radar 


Summary of evants: 


A waist gunner, on lookout duty at an open waist hatch, sighted a 
light on the port sida and notified the PPC. The PPC saw tha light, 
and brought the contact to the attention of the crew, which verified 
its existence, The radarman confirmed the contact, reporting the 
distance as twelve miles. The light appeared to ba a long conically 
shaped flama, sugeesting the exhaust of a reaction tyve motor, such 
as @ rocket or ram-Jat, The size, shapa, and color of the flame 
seamed to vary during the period of observation. Orisinally the 
flame appeared to be short, with a red-orange hue; later the flane 
becam longer with the color changing to a white-crangs hue, aocareantly 
after povar was added. The PPC turrad left tomird tha 

ing to silhouette the craft againgt the moon, in order to ograph 
it. Evidently, the craft tured away, maintaining the eotanbe of 
tyalve miles, so a photograph was not obtained. Consequently, Ensign 
GREGORY increased the power setting to rated power in order to close 
tha range. Radar contact was lost, but visual contact was maintained 
until the estimated range became three or fow miles. Meanwhile, the 
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2. tar corments made by personnel who subaltte? 


a. Maneuvering: 
(1) The bogie apraren tly was flying an intercept cours? because: 
(a) It was flying at a very low rate of sp2ed, asproxinately the 
same as the Mariner at the tim of irtercent, a ruch reduced speed 
for tha ty craft as evidenced by tha very hizh angle ef attack 
(Approx 25°), (b) Tho bogie's coursa was varallel to the Mariner. 
(c) The bogie approache the Marirer on the moon sive thus haviag 
the extrem advantage of the moon iicht illuminating the Mariner. 
(d) A distance of 12 miles is a jolsife stance for the borte 
to opsrate under the light conditions to make visual detection 
difficult for the Mariner while Leing able to witch the Navy Plane's 
oparations with a high possibilit: of not being datectad, (3) The 
bogie apparently was ohsarving the Mariner closely because they 
allowed tha Mariner to close in no closer than SROTOXLES LO1y 31/2 
miles before taking evasive action. The Mariner vag urarile to 
maneuver into a position so as to silhouette tha bogia against 
the moon. 


Radar Contact: 


(2) Radar contact was made with the bogie at the time of sighting and 
held continuously until the range decreased to 5 to !, miles. Tha 
radar contact was re-established as soon as the range of the bosie 
increased beyond the normal center of the scope clutter, The only 
reason available for ‘he loss of the radar contact at 16 miles is 
that the bogie maneuvered up out of the beam pattem of the air to 
surface radar being employed by the Mariner. 


ec. Radar plots of tha boye- are included as inclosures #1 and #2. 


d. Sketch made by the patrol pliae commanier is attached as inclosure #3. 


| COMMENTS BY PREPAHING OFFICER: 


H Visual limitations at this distance at night make accurate ocbservat‘on improbable. | 
| Tha best visual returns unter the con'itions sown would ba fron reflections in the H 
moonlight. Under such conditions, shapes which ham blending hishlishts can appear f 
to blend. A MIGel>. for instance, might appear as a craft with no empennaze (see 

; Sketch, inclosure #,). Reflections off the wingtips cf aircraft often give a distinct ; 
impression of ‘tip tanks, and would probably acccunt for the xd¢ wingtio conformation 
show, 


eireraft 1+ ying ab graatly roa ‘iced spead would 
la exhaust flame. 


Tha sighting ‘was approximtely 140 nautical miles from Tsingtao, It is beliaved 
that the "Bora;" was probably a nermal jat-type aircraft, poasibl) a !TG-1l>. 
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